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° ° ° °
For a fair and just international system
By Zhao Jinglun
http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/2014-11/17/content_34072407.htm

As China's influence rises rapidly on the world stage, some Western analysts worry that
China will launch its own multinational institutions. Writing in a recent article, Steven Mufson,
who covered China for the Washington Post for four years during the 1990s, claims that the
United States is wary of China playing a bigger role in setting international rules. Like several
other commentators, he cited the Beijing-based Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB),
to which China would give US$50 billion to launch. But the bank is meant to supplement with
and not replace the World Bank and the Manila-based Asian Development Bank.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping (C front) attends a meeting of leaders of the BRICS countries in
Brisbane, Australia, Nov. 15, 2014. [ Xinhua/Li Xueren]

Chinese President Xi Jinping, in his speech at the G-20 summit in Brisbane, did urge G-20
members to improve global economic governance, and strive for a fair, just, inclusive and
orderly international financial system. He suggested that efforts should also be made to
increase the presence of developing countries and emerging-market economies, and offer
them a bigger say in international systems. He stressed that efforts should be made to ensure
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the equality of all countries in global economic cooperation in terms of rights, opportunities
and rules.

One obvious outstanding case is the voting share at the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
China has only a 3.81 percent voting share, which is smaller than France's share, even though
the French economy is less than one-third the size of China's. It is long overdue to correct this
unreasonable situation. The U.S. president and his European allies have done nothing to
change the IMF voting rights. Republican control of both houses could pose even bigger
obstacles to such changes.

But the current of history is unstoppable. The United States has been drumming up support
for its regional trade group the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), which so far excludes China.
As an important part of U.S. strategy to rebalance to Asia-Pacific, it is viewed as a challenge to
China's rise. But contentious issues have prevented the negotiations from being concluded in
2012.

In contrast, China has successfully pushed for the Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific which
includes the United States at the recent informal APEC summit in Beijing.

China has consistently championed openness, inclusiveness, transparency and non-
discrimination, which President Xi expounded eloquently at G-20 summit in Brisbane.

In his speech, Xi did mention the fact that this year marks the 70th anniversary of the Brettan
Woods Conference, and people are summing up the experience of the Brettan Woods system.
He suggested to make that system fairer and more just, not to overturn that system. As
Carolyn Atkinson, the White House deputy national security advisor for international
economics, observed: "I think the world is looking increasingly to China to abide by the
international rules of the road that have supported its growth over the past 25 years."

The world is changing fast, and people need to keep up with it, preserving what works, keep
improving the world system, and making it fairer and more just.

The writer is a columnist with China.org.cn. For more information please
visit:http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/zhaojinglun.htm
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A human tragedy
"Zhao Jinglun
http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/2014-11/22/content 34119171.htm

Israeli policemen patrol a synagogue in the ultra-Orthodox Har Nof
neighbourhood in Jerusalem on November 18, 2014. Two Palestinians
armed with a gun and axes attacked the synagogue early in the morning,
killing four Israelis. [Xinhua photo]

Two Palestinians armed with a gun and axes attacked a Jerusalem synagogue on Nov. 18, killing four Israelis.
This terrorist act has been strongly condemned by world opinion. But this desperate act of violence — both
attackers were shot dead by Israeli police — should be viewed against its broad historical background. It is
part of an ongoing human tragedy in which reprisal begets reprisal.

The Jewish people, who have given the world great thinkers, financiers, scientists and artists, were the
victims of Nazi ethnic cleansing, an event known as the Holocaust. It is ironic that the erstwhile victims have
become perpetrators themselves, practicing no less cruel ethnic cleansing against the Palestinians.
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Instead of the gas chamber, they use all sorts of tactics to drive the Palestinians from their homeland, killing
many along the way.

During the 1947-48 civil war in British Mandate Palestine, Jewish militias drove 720,000 of the area's 1.2
million Palestinians from their homes. Jewish terrorist groups such as the Stern Gang mowed down
Palestinians with machine guns to scare the survivors into fleeing from their villages. Many of these people
are still refugees living in utter misery in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon.

Israel occupied the West Bank in 1967 and has never stopped stealing Palestinian land since then, building
endless Jewish settlements and flooding Israeli squatters into the territory in flagrant violation of UN
resolutions and the Geneva Convention of 1949. Israel has also forced many Palestinians out of East
Jerusalem. In all, the Israeli government has allowed 600,000 Jewish squatters to occupy the Palestinian
West Bank and Palestinian Jerusalem among nearly 3 million Palestinians, treating the latter as second class
citizens in a crude apartheid system.

Israelis discriminate against, persecute and murder Palestinians. They use all sorts of tactics, including
digging their wells deeper into aquifers, causing wells in Palestinian villages to go dry.

To fight their tormentors, the Palestinians staged two Intifadas that resulted in even more Palestinian
deaths. According to the Israeli human rights organization B'Tselem, during the two Intifadas, Israeli
security forces killed a total of 6,371 Palestinians, 1,317 of whom were minors. At least 2,996 of those killed
did not take active part in the uprisings. An additional 248 of those killed were Palestinian police killed in
Gaza during Operation Cast Lead, and 240 Palestinian fatalities were the targets of assassinations.

Now NBC News is asking: "Palestinian Violence Targets Israelis: Has Third Intifada Begun?"

Not likely.

The two sides have alternated between talking and fighting for nearly 70 years, and the proposed two-state
solution is nowhere in sight. Instead, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyanu and Foreign Minister
Avigdor Lieberman, both ultra-rightist (some have even called them fascists), are reported to have plans to
"transfer" Palestinian Israelis and Palestinians in the West Bank to another country, possibly Jordan, a
sinister plan of total ethnic cleansing.

The world's people are increasingly seeing through Israel's duplicity. The New York Times' Thomas Friedman
wrote about the Third Intifada not as another Palestinian uprising, but as boycott and campaign to
delegitimize Israel led by the European Union and other opponents of the Israeli occupation of the West
Bank. That is hurting the Israeli pocketbooks. Britain, Sweden and most recently Spain have held
parliamentary votes to recognize the state of Palestine.

But when the human tragedy will end is still anybody's guess.

The writer is a columnist with China.org.cn. For more information please visit:
http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/zhaojinglun.htm

Opinion articles reflect the views of their authors, not necessarily those of China.org.cn.

Follow China.org.cn on Twitter and Facebook to join the conversation.

WEEAIRBRAZE®RR

http://ourenglish.org/World/USA/Preferential TreatmentForVeterans101614.html

AR TE

http://ourenglish.org/NKAlumni/AWuyusheng/orchids112914.html
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Untitled
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It" s not easy to meet and even harder to part,
The east wind is too feeble to revive the withering flowers.
The silkworm till its death spins silR,
The candle burns down to ashes with its last drop of tears.
At dawn you'd feel dejected to find in the mirror gray hairs,
At night while crooning poems by the moonlight you' d feel chilly.
It is not too far away from the Fairy Penglai Mount,
The Spirit Bluebird will oft fly there to visit you for me.
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The shell must break, before the bird can fly.

---- Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1809-1892); a Poet Laureate of Great Britain and Ireland during much of
Queen Victoria's reign and remaining one of the most popular British poets; the ninth most frequently
qguoted writer in The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations.

ERBEE, BEBTREZEY,

- PI/RABEE-D 18- RF AR (18094F-18924F); #Z R WL ERHYREEXIFE, BZNIMHIZEEFA
Z—, ARG R EHS L.

In nature, there are neither rewards nor punishments -

there are consequences.

---- Robert G. Ingersoll(1833-1899); a lawyer, a Civil War veteran, political leader, and orator of United
States during the Golden Age of Freethought, noted for his broad range of culture and his defense of
agnosticism; nicknamed ""The Great Agnostic™.

BRRRXARM, WRXFAEY, RAER.,

- {ARF-FEAR RIR (18334F-18994F); XE H h B#I SN HARITBHE SRR, YUSULEM
RBESTARMBIREIBETR:; A RERABEK.
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A tale of two wars

By Zhao Jinglun

The Vietnam War

The United States recently marked the 50th anniversary of the
Vietnam War. President Obama delivered the following words:
"We pay tribute to the more than 3 million servicemen and

women who left their families to serve bravely a world away from

everything they knew and everyone they loved. From la Drang to

Khe Sanh, from Hue to Saigon and countless villages in between,
they pushed through jungles and rice paddies, heat and monsoon,
fighting heroically to protect the ideals we hold dear as Americans."

It is amazing that he should have embellished that ignominious war. He neglected to mention the
fact that in Operation Ranch Hand, the U.S. military dumped 18 million gallons of herbicides, including
Agent Orange, on the villages of Vietham. He also failed to mention the My Lai massacre, the use of
napalm and the carpet bombing of Cambodia.

In all, between 2 and 3 million Viethamese, Laotians and Cambodians were killed in the Vietnam
war, along with 58,000 U.S. soldiers (and many committed suicide afterward).

The Vietnam War was the first major war in which the United States suffered defeat. The image of
the hasty evacuation of Saigon is still fresh in the people’'s memory.

The "Vietnam Syndrome" remained until the First Gulf War of 1991. Stanley Karnow, journalist
and historian, told General Stanley MacCrystal, then commander of U.S. forces in Afghanistan, that
the lesson of Vietnam is that "we should never have been there in the first place.”

The Afghan War U.S. and British soldiers have completed their combat duties in Afghanistan. On
Oct.26, they lowered their flags for the last time and turned over their huge bases, Camp Leatherneck

and Camp Bastion in southwestern Helmand Province to Afghan security forces.
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Those bases served as the international coalition's regional headquarters. The coalition, led by
NATO since 2003, also included forces from Germany, Italy, Jordan and Turkey.

George W. Bush launched Operation Enduring Freedom on Oct. 7, 2001 with the United Kingdom
exactly 13 years ago. In December 2001, The United Nations Security Council established the
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) to oversee the military operations and train Afghan
National Security Forces. In 2003, NATO assumed leadership of ISAF.

By November 2001, the Taliban lost its last stronghold in Kandahar. But then, Bush shifted his
attention to the war in Iraq, which allowed the Taliban to stage a comeback.

In 13 years of war, tens of thousands of people were killed. Over 4,000 ISAF soldiers and civilian
contractors lost their lives, including 2,210 Americans and 453 Britons. Many thousands more were
severely injured. Over 10,000 Afghan National Security Forces were also Killed.

At the cost of so much blood and more than US$1 trillion, what has the coalition gained? It has
been claimed that more than 4 million more children, and 1.5 million more girls, are now in school
than there were under the Taliban.

But according to a new book by Anand Gopal, "No Good Men Among the Living: America, the
Taliban, and the War Through Afghan Eyes", of the 4,000 teachers currently on the payroll in Ghor,
perhaps 3,200 have no qualifications — some cannot read and write....80 percent of the 740 schools in
the province are not opening at all. and Ghor is one of the least "Taliban threatened" provinces of
Afghanistan.

After the withdrawal of ISAF, the best prospect is political accommodation with the Taliban; the
worst is civil war.

The new president Ashraf Ghani has a real tough job on his hands.

The writer is a columnist with China.org.cn. For more information please
visit:http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/zhaojinglun.htm

Opinion articles reflect the views of their authors, not necessarily those of China.org.cn.
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Is the US on the right side of history?

By Zhao Jinglun
http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/2014-09/30/content 33658571.htm
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China Just Overtook The US As The
World's Largest Economy

http://finance.yahoo.com/news/china-just-overtook-us-worlds-090801574.html

By Mike Bird  (October 8, 2014)
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War is Cruelty

http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/2014-12/02/content 34208212.htm
By Zhao Jinglun

General William T. Sherman, the Union Army commander
during the American Civil War remarked more than a century
ago that "War is cruelty and you cannot refine it."
Nevertheless, the Obama administration tried hard to refine its
drone war. An Air Force recruiter told Brandon Bryant that as
a drone operator, he would be "like the smart guys in the
control room in a James Bond movie."

But Bryant, 27, who is suffering from post-traumatic stress
disorder after five years as a drone operator and has been
feeling paranoid over killing innocent people, proved the
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recruiter totally wrong. Nobel Peace Prize winner Barack
Bryant, who has tallied more than 1600 kills, described a Obama is stepping up targeted
gruesome scene of how three of his victims suffered as he assassination drone wars in Pakistan

watched thermal images on a computer: "The guy that was and Yemen.

running forward, he's missing his right leg. And | watched this

guy bleed and the blood is hot. As the man died, his body grew cold until he became the same color as
the ground," he recalled, seeing the three victims' bodies grow smaller.

Bryant said scenes like that made him feel like a sociopath who "lost respect for life."

He told the German newspaper Der Spiegel that he was sure one of his strikes had accidentally killed a
child. But his superiors insisted it was a dog.
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According to classified intelligence reports from the CIA, the spy agency did not always know who it

was targeting and killing. Human Rights Watch said 70 percent of drone strike victims in Yemen were

civilians. Yet Wall Street Journal and NBC News poll found that 66 percent of Americans are in favor of

the targeted strikes!

War is cruelty, yet U.S. President Barack Obama, who campaigned on stopping wars and won the

Nobel Peace Prize, seems to be in the grips of an escalatory fever. He is continuing, even stepping up

the targeted assassination drone wars in Pakistan and Yemen. The drone war in Pakistan has turned

large portions of the population against the United States. And drone strikes in Yemen only serve to

increase the number of Yemenis joining al-Qaeda.

Obama issued a secret order extending direct combat in Afghanistan through at least the end of 2015.

He made a deal to end a ban on night raids, causing more civilian casualties. This in spite of the fact

that the American people have long turned sour on the U.S. military involvement in Afghanistan.

He sent 3,000 troops back into Irag and will probably escalate this further. To date, U.S. war planes

have made more than 6,600 strikes in Iraq and Syria. Some say the U.S. military presence in Iragq and

Syria only serves as a recruiting tool for ISIS.

He fired Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel, trying to fix his broken foreign and defense policy, making it

even more hawkish.

War is cruelty, yet some prominent U.S. politicians and commentators like Senators John McCain and

Lindsey Graham and "scholar" Max Boot just love wars. They want more and endless wars, including

bombing Iran.

The Republican Party, which won big in the Mid-term elections is on the whole more hawkish. They

won partly because they criticized Obama as being "weak."

So we can expect more war and cruelty.

The writer is a columnist with China.org.cn. For more information please
visit:http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/zhaojinglun.htm
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http://ourenglish.org/NKAlumni/1Wuyusheng/YongshuReefChangedToYongshulsle121314.html
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http://ourenglish.org/World/LondonProtest10312014.html
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SMOKING GREAT HARM TO YOUR HEALTH!
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May health, happiness, and good times be with you

throughout the holidays and the coming year.
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